
I would like to write something about 
my favourite painter, Salvador Dalí. 
He was born in Spain in 1904. He 
wasn‟t only a painter but also a 
sculptor and a writer. 

I chose to write about Salvador 
because his paintings have something 
very surrealistic. Often, the topics of 
his work are dreams and the 
subconscious, and they imply 
intoxication or a delirium. 

They seem to be so unreal and that‟s 
his “brand”.  

In his paintings, you often see melting 
watches: maybe they are symbols of 
time passing by.  

When he married his wife, she became 
his muse and often appeared in his 
paintings and sculptures. When she 
died, he refused to eat and drink and 
later died, totally dehydrated. 

His work resulted in very conflicting 
opinions; even today his work is either 
loved or hated.  

For me, his paintings are so special 
because they look like a picture taken 
with a camera. They are painted with 
sharp, clear structure and the topic is, 
for the time they were painted, very 
unusual. Also, there is no other painter 
that has ever come close to his style of 
writing. No work is similar to another. 
Above is my favourite painting. 

 

As a child I, read this story: 

There was once a kind and generous 
man. He spent his day looking after 
the needy and helping them in all 
possible ways. God was very happy 
and decided to be with him always. So, 
wherever the man went he saw two 
sets of footprints. One was, of course, 
his and the other set of footprints were 
God‟s. The man was immensely happy. 

However, like all human beings, the 
man had to face a difficult time in his 
life. He became sad and depressed. At 
that time, he observed only one set of 
footprints on the ground. Thinking 
that God had deserted him during this 
bad period, he cried and cried. 
Suddenly he heard a voice from the 
sky. The voice said, “My son! I didn‟t 
desert you. In fact, you had completely 
given up and refused to carry yourself. 
So, I had to lift you and carry you. 

Therefore, the one set of footprints 
you see are not yours but mine.” 

I have always loved this story. 
Believing that I am a part of the 
infinite and that infinite is always with 
me makes me look on the positive side 
of life. It helps me to be at peace with 
myself. Simple activities like praying 
and meditating everyday gives me self 
confidence. I know, for sure, that if He 
closes one door he will surely open ten 
more doors and ensure that I am 
courageous enough to face any 
situation in life.  

Moreover, when I come across people 
with disabilities, I feel that I should 
never complain about anything. God 
has blessed me with good health and I 
want to utilize this blessing in the best 
interests of society and the 
community. 
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 In my opinion...................................... 

Clean Basel 
by Fabiola Sandoval –Venezuela 

I want to talk about something that concerns all 
of us. In my opinion, people sometimes think 
that cleaning the Earth is a kind of job or that a 
big corporation needs to be responsible. 

A few years ago, I travelled around Switzerland 
for a few months: the mountains, the music, the 
cheese made Swiss people proud. All over the 
world, Switzerland is the standard bearer for 
punctuality. In the same way, it was an example 
to new immigrants and visitors of a country that 
was clean everywhere. 

The whole community was involved: people put 
rubbish where it belonged. Today, all over 
Switzerland, small communities grow, but the 
dirt increases, too. People have adopted 
irresponsible behaviour and  leave rubbish, 
cigarettes, plastic bottles, paper cups, etc. 
behind them, because they think someone has 
to do that job or because it is just too easy: no 
one will say anything. 

Someone once told me that if I put rubbish in 
the bin, someone will lose their job of cleaning 
the city.  That is not a great answer. 

At the end of the day, when you walk around 
the city, you find that people  
“un-decorate” the city by tossing rubbish in any 
spot: on top of post office boxes, in fountains, 
in the parks, in the river, in trams, etc. 

Sometimes, some people feel part of the 
community: if they take a bottle in the tram, 
they wait -- without feeling embarrassed -- to 
leave the tram before putting their bottle in the 
rubbish bin,  

We read the news and hear how the Earth is 
being destroyed. We can do a favour to the 
Earth, and other countries may follow our 
example. Rubbish is something easy to manage 
if the community stops throwing rubbish 
everywhere. 

Let’s not expect someone else to clean up after 
us: it is our own responsibility. 

 

  Just a chat – with a member of staff     .... 

Jeremy Blanchard – Australia 
and The United States of America  
Besides the electronic devices you use for making 
music, what musical instruments do you play and 
when did you start composing music? 

I started learning piano at 8 and the trumpet at 
10. I played in a lot of bands and orchestras. We 
went to some jazz festivals, too. I started 
composing for my jazz group when I was 17. 

Have you ever written songs with lyrics? If not, 
do you plan to write songs with lyrics?  

Actually, I do have a few tracks which have 
lyrics, but I find writing lyrics the most difficult. 
It‟s harder than writing the music. If I could find 
someone who could write the lyrics while I write 
the music, I‟d be happy to write songs with 
lyrics. However, not having lyrics keeps the 
music much more international. When there 
aren‟t any lyrics, the music is open to everyone‟s 
interpretation. On some of my tracks, I included 
vocal/voice samples, not lyrics. 

On your music site, you describe yourself as an 
“American-born Australian”. Do you feel more 
Australian than American? 

I spent my formative years in Australia, so, yes, I 
do feel more Australian. 

Your accent is American. Why? 

Well, I guess there was no pressure to change it. 
When I first arrived in Australia, everyone 
thought I had a cool accent. So, that encouraged 
me to keep it. 

You’ve lived in several countries. What aspects of 
these countries do you appreciate the most?  

Well, that‟s a big question! I guess I like The 
States because of its cultural aspects: the 
influence of American music, literature and film. 
As for Spain, I‟d say it‟s the food, culture and the 
people, their warmth. Family life is tight-knit. 
They are so interested in you, especially if you 
speak their language. Australia: great beaches! 
Although the lifestyle is stereotyped as very 
relaxed and laid-back, I think it is becoming 
more hectic. In fact, I think it is more about 
personality: Aussies can work just as hard as the 
Swiss, but their personalities are more easy-
going. Their sense of humour is a bit dry, 
sometimes a bit dark. They are perhaps more 
direct than the British but less direct than the 
Americans. Switzerland: efficiency and the 
importance they place on quality over quantity. 
As we live in a finite world, putting quality first 
is a more sustainable ethic. 

If you had to leave Switzerland, what country 
would you like to live in? 

I‟ve spent some time in Peru, so I‟d be interested 
in living there or another developing country for 
a while to get a sense of what it is like to live in a 
developing country. 

Do you think you’ll return to Australia some day 
or have you decided on settling in Switzerland for 
good? 

We thought we‟d like to go back to Australia 
soon after we got married, but things just didn‟t 
work out. Both Martina and I want to live there 
for a time some day and see what it‟s like. But, 
I‟m happy here for now. 

How did you get into teaching English? 

I graduated in International Development, 
which is a very broad topic. I took it because I 
wanted to understand our modern world, why 
there is such inequality, for example, and that 
needs a lot of knowledge of history, politics, and 
issues such as globalisation. However, getting 
work related to international development in 
Basel wasn‟t possible, whereas teaching English 
was work I could find here. 

Would you like to do some international 
development work in a far-off place like Africa? 

With kids, it‟s hard. It would be a great 
experience – maybe when they‟re older.  

How has having children changed your outlook 
on life or your sense of priorities? 

You think about the future more long term. You 
get a sense that life‟s going to go on after you 
leave this planet: your kids are going to outlive 
you, and you want them to have the best life 
possible. But also, having children helps you to 
see what really matters: coming home from work 
and playing with Yuna. You can‟t talk about your 
work with her; you just have to play. Of course, I 
am still a teacher, and I want to teach her good 
values. I‟m also amazed at how quickly she 
learns. I just say a word once, and she uses it 
correctly. I wish my students could do that!  

 

  From my point of view                                                                                         ..  

How spirituality affects my life 

by Shalini Sairam – India 
 

My favourite painter: Salvador Dali 

by Diana Goldmann – Switzerland 

 

  This is my opinion – what’s yours?   ........ 
 

If I were a man, I 

would never get 

married 

by Ursula Weber – Switzerland 
I can‟t understand why men nowadays still 
take the risk of a marriage. They have 
absolutely nothing to gain. Considering that 
almost 50% of all marriages finish in divorce 
sooner or later, marriages are suicide 
operations. Why not live together by choice 
as long as you are both in love and happy? 
Why a contract? It limits people‟s freedom.   

Another reason for men not to get married is 
the injustice in the Swiss law where all the 
rights are on the side of women.  I have 
several cases in my circle of family and 
friends where the man has to suffer from 
financial disadvantage.  The woman can stay 
in the family apartment or house with her 
children while the man is forced to move out, 
sometimes to a one-room apartment or even 
back to his parents‟. The man has to hand 
over the bigger part of his salary and little 
possibility of living a normal life.  

Furthermore, a lot of women use their 
children as a „dead pledge‟ against their 
former husbands to blackmail them for 
whatever they want.  

First and foremost, I don‟t see any reason 
why both the former wife and husband, after 
a divorce, can‟t earn their own living, why the 
woman has to stay at home for years without 
being forced to go to work. Having been 
married is like insurance for a comfortable 
life.  

Besides, the famous biological clock sounds 
only for women. A man can perfectly wait 
even 10 to 15 years to get married to a female 
from a younger generation.  

Can anybody tell me an advantage for a man 
to dare the risky step of marriage? Maybe 
some readers don‟t agree with me. I would be 
pleased to hear some other opinions. 

  Why not visit a place with tradition?   . ... 
 

The history behind 

the Löwen (or Lion) 

by Fabiola Sandoval – Venezuelia/New Zealand 
The Löwen Inn is well known throughout 
Switzerland and not just for its historical past. It 
is over 700 years old. It is believed that Löwen 
existed in 1275 at the time William Tell was born 
in Schächental and that the same family kept the 
Löwen Restaurant-Tavern for many generations 
(1275-1980). 

Anyone who admires tradition and history will 
be astonished when stepping inside this 
building. The wood, the collection of paintings, 
the decoration, the Löie Shop – even the smell – 
throws you back into the past. Everything is 
done with distinction and ease, showing good 
taste and excellence. 

The Löwen Restaurant-Tavern has many rooms 
for parties, weddings, or other special events, so 
you could find quite a few guests celebrating 
different events, all enjoying their time 
simultaneously. There is also an annex to 
another building where Peter Lüdin, the former 
owner, has a museum. In this way, the Lüdin 
Family, whose coat of arms is displayed in a 
prominent place, has passed the art of 
gastronomy and excellence to the next 
generation.  

Take some time to get out of Basel and discover 
Emmental, where you will find the Löwen Inn. If 
you are lucky, Peter and his son, the current 
owner Daniel Lüdi-Muggli, will receive you and 
show you around.  

I had the privilege to be invited. I felt treated like 
a queen, and the food was delicious. I had a 
really good time and warmly recommend this 
place. 

Below is the website to make a reservation 
www.loewen-heimiswil.ch 

Enjoy this lovely secret of Switzerland.  

 

 

  May’s Crossword puzzle – the first letter of each word is given                  ..  

□1 □. □. □. □2 □. □. □. □.  1 = D = only women wear it 

□. □. □. □. □3 □. □. □. □7  2 = S = covers your upper legs 

□. □. □. □. □. □. □. □. □.  3 = H = wear it on your head 

□. □4 □. □. □. □. □. □. □.  4 = S = hangs from your waist 

□. □. □. □. □. □. □6 □. □.  5 = S = put them on your feet 

□. □. □. □. □5 □. □. □. □.  6 = T = opposite of ‘bottom’ 

□. □. □. □. □. □. □. □. □.  7 = J = popular Western clothing 

 

http://www.loewen-heimiswil.ch/

