
When I was a child, those few days when the 
circus came to my little town were beautiful 
days for me. I forgot school, and my friends 
and I would go to see the spectacle. Each year, 
there was something different, and each time, 
I was fascinated by the costumes of the 
acrobats and the trapeze artists, and also by 
the circus animals – the tigers, the elephants, 
the bears, and the horses which jumped for 
their trainers  –  and, of course, by the clowns 
with their charm and miming. 

You may not know this, but the circus 
spectacle has a long history. The oldest and 
first circus spectacles were the “Maximums” in 
Rome. I found the picture which you see above 
on the Internet, and it‟s only an „educated 
guess‟ of what the spectacle was like in the 
Maximums circus in this historical and 
dramatic time. We have seen similar pictures 
in films like “Ben-Hur” and “Gladiator”.  

The circus was a building for occasional 
exhibition of horse and chariot races, jugglers, 
acrobats and gladiator combat. The gladiator 
games started in Rome before the Roman 
Coliseum was built. 

For some time after the fall of Rome, Europe 
lacked a large animal circus. Later, the 
American circus brought its influence to bear 
and changed the old traditions of the circus 
into a new, modern character with larger 
crowds and more extravagant programs. 
Today, the circus has the same status as the 
theatre, the opera and ballet. 

Have you seen the “Circus Soleil” spectacle? 
With the music, the lights, the costumes, the 
choreography, and the energy, grace and 
power of the acrobats, you will be captivated 
for a few hours.  

These beautiful and real dreams have the 
name, “THE CIRCUS”. 

 

 

Flamenco is a genre of music and dance which 
originated in the southern Spanish region 
of Andalusia in the 18th century, which has as 
its foundation Andalusian music and dance 
and, in whose evolution, the gypsies from 
Andalucia played an important part.  

The principal facets of flamenco are the cante 
(singing), toque (guitar playing) and baile 
(dancing). Flamenco first involved only 
singing and dancing, and later was 
accompanied by guitars and other 
instruments. 

The art of flamenco dance is 'pasión al rojo 
vivo' (with a lot of temper). Today, I have the 
same affection for it as in the past. The 
combination of the music, the arm movement 
and creating sound with one‟s feet is unique. 

Flamenco is like a stream of flowing water that 
is unstoppable. It makes me feel the need to 
dance. So, I decided to begin a course of 
flamenco here in Basel where I met my 
teacher, Erika Huggel, and a few friends. I 
observed that in a very short time, only going 
once a week, we began to feel like 
professionals, and we even created our own 
choreography. Now, we are eager to continue 
with the next course. 

But who is Erika Huggel? Flamenco dancer, 
choreographer, and dance teacher. She has 
studied dance at the European Institute for 
Dance Development in the Netherlands. For 
many different projects, she toured as a single 
performer and in group projects. Touring led 
her through all of Europe, the USA, and South 
America. She also worked for public schools in 
Basel for the project, Dance-Moves-Kids® 
organized by the Tanzbüro Basel. 

In 2005, Erika opened her own flamenco 
school here in Basel that eventually extended 
its catchment of students over the border into 
Germany. Erika is both a dancer and a dance 
teacher, and she loves her job; the positive 
feedback of her students encourages her a lot. 

Apart from the traditional sevillanas, she 
creates her own choreography and develops 
her own flamenco language. She continues her 
studies with different modern dancers, such as 
Leonor Leal and Rafaela Carrasco, among 
others. Musically, she is inspired by Miguel 
Poveda, Sonia Miranda, et al, but also by the 
former generation like Paco de Lucia. 

Come join the beginner course which is 
starting on 9 August. www.flamencotanzen.ch 
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What’s happening? 

 In my opinion...................................... 

Clean Basel 
by Fabiola Sandoval –Venezuela 

I want to talk about something that concerns all 
of us. In my opinion, people sometimes think 
that cleaning the Earth is a kind of job or that a 
big corporation needs to be responsible. 

A few years ago, I travelled around Switzerland 
for a few months: the mountains, the music, the 
cheese made Swiss people proud. All over the 
world, Switzerland is the standard bearer for 
punctuality. In the same way, it was an example 
to new immigrants and visitors of a country that 
was clean everywhere. 

The whole community was involved: people put 
rubbish where it belonged. Today, all over 
Switzerland, small communities grow, but the 
dirt increases, too. People have adopted 
irresponsible behaviour and  leave rubbish, 
cigarettes, plastic bottles, paper cups, etc. 
behind them, because they think someone has 
to do that job or because it is just too easy: no 
one will say anything. 

Someone once told me that if I put rubbish in 
the bin, someone will lose their job of cleaning 
the city.  That is not a great answer. 

At the end of the day, when you walk around 
the city, you find that people  
“un-decorate” the city by tossing rubbish in any 
spot: on top of post office boxes, in fountains, 
in the parks, in the river, in trams, etc. 

Sometimes, some people feel part of the 
community: if they take a bottle in the tram, 
they wait -- without feeling embarrassed -- to 
leave the tram before putting their bottle in the 
rubbish bin,  

We read the news and hear how the Earth is 
being destroyed. We can do a favour to the 
Earth, and other countries may follow our 
example. Rubbish is something easy to manage 
if the community stops throwing rubbish 
everywhere. 

Let’s not expect someone else to clean up after 
us: it is our own responsibility. 

 

  Just a chat – with a member of staff     .... 

Susan Hobbs – Scotland  
You spent some of your formative years in Belgium. 
What was it like? 

It was a varied experience. My father got a job in Brussels, 
and we lived there for six years. I went to a private British 
school which was a little isolated, a little expat bubble, but 
my father being someone who didn‟t conform was not 
part of the expat social life, and so we didn‟t live in an 
expat area. Instead, we lived in a small Flemish village.  
We felt the conflict that exists between the Flemish and 
the French and in fact, because we only took French in 
school, we had trouble speaking to the local Flemish 
speaking residents. The shop keeper would speak to us in 
French as long as there was no-one else in the shop. As 
soon as anyone else came in, we had to speak in English. 
Our mum warned us not to speak French to the 
shopkeeper so that we wouldn‟t put her in a bad position. 
I was in Belgium from the age of 8 to 14, so for me, that 
was my life. It was normal. I worked in Brussels as a 
student and I found it an exciting cosmopolitan town 
compared to the deadly dull English town where my 
mother later moved to. 

How has living in Belgium affected you? 

Funnily enough, my husband, John, is also a child of 
immigrants. John‟s parents are Irish and went to London. 
My parents were economic migrants from Scotland who 
also went to England. I view Scotland as my homeland, 
but there‟s little work there. Once you‟ve moved, it‟s 
easier to keep moving. The key difference for my kids is 
that they‟re integrated as much as possible in Swiss life. 
They go to the local schools and they‟ve lived in 
Switzerland most of their lives. We are a typical 
immigrant family which has a different family language to 
what is outside the home.  

You recently passed an exam for B1 German. Has that 
helped with the stress of living in Basel as an Expat? 

The stress comes from very often understanding little of 
what‟s going on around me, feeling ignorant. Looking 
back, I wonder how I managed beforehand! Daily life is 
easy for someone with B1 German. For reading, in 
particular, and engaging in more social contacts, I need to 
improve my German further. For me, it‟s strange studying 
and speaking High German while being surrounded by 
Swiss German. While I can be lucky enough to 
understand the gist in Swiss German, I still find myself 
very often understanding nothing of what‟s being said to 
me in Swiss German. But, the more you join in and have 
exposure to Swiss German, the more you start to pick it 
up. 

You play tennis, ski and enjoy ice skating in winter. 
What else do you like doing? 

I love reading and watching TV dramas and comedies and 
films. I do like cycling from A to B, but I‟m not a cyclist as 
in “Let‟s go for a 10km bike ride!” I try to avoid cycling by 
or near tram lines as I‟m a bit paranoid: I always imagine 
having an accident at just the wrong moment and getting 
run over by a tram. 

Have you considered doing social work in Basel? 

I couldn‟t imagine that my British qualifications wouldn‟t 
be acceptable. I wouldn‟t rule out doing social work as a 
future option. I could imagine doing some kind of 
voluntary work – for example at a drop-in center for 
mentally ill people – but writing reports in German is 
definitely not an option at the moment, nor can I envisage 
a time when my German is up to that level! 

What do you like about teaching English? 

I enjoy supporting people in their learning, getting to 
know students and working out their strengths and 
weaknesses. The added bonus for me is learning more 
about life in Switzerland and the lives of people from all 
over the world. When I was young, I thought about being 
an English teacher so that I could travel, but the TEFL 
course was £800 at that time; so I went a different way. 
Now as an English teacher, I get a sense of other cultures 
without the travelling around bit; I can live vicariously 
through other people. 

Have you got any future plans? 

No, not really. Once the kids have finished school and left 
home, then we might decide to move on. My hope is that, 
for our children, home will be wherever they happen to 
be, and I hope that they will feel secure with that. 
 

  A piece of advice                                           . 

Time is precious 

nowadays 
by Mireille Nägelin – Switzerland 
Do you know the word which is said most often every day 
worldwide? If not, you might have a guess as to what it 
could be. Yes, you are right: it is “time”. We say this word 
several times daily without realizing it. We often say “I‟m 
afraid I don‟t have time” or “Could you tell me the time 
(I‟m in hurry)?”  Time is precious nowadays, and no one 
seems to have enough. It is insane how fast everything 
has to move forward, no matter the situation. Take the 
example of when you order something: you expect the 
delivery within a single day. Everyone is in an enormous 
hurry every day, but it is often we, ourselves, who make 
us feel that way, not someone else.  

You will easily find time for everything that you want to 
do if you are strict with yourself and write a timetable. 
You will see that, with good organization, you can do a 
lot. Another important point is to say no when there is 
something that is too much for you, no matter the case.  

Time is like a glass. You can fill a lot in every day, when 
you really want to.  

 

  A leisure activity with passion                                                                                 . 

Flamenco Pasion al Rojo Vivo 

by Fabiola Sandoval – Venezuela & New Zealand 
 

  Just a chat – with a student                    .... 

Jacqueline B – Switzerland 

Jacqueline is single and works as a hair stylist. 

You live in Basel. Have you always lived here? 

I have lived in Basel for the last ten years. I was born 
in Liestal. When I was four, we moved house to 
Glarus when my mother and father split, and we 
lived there from 1995 to 2000. I also lived in 
Gelterkinden for one year. 

What are your hobbies? 

In my teens, I played the violin for five years. Now, I 
want to play electric violin. Before, I played classical 
music, and now I want to play modern music like the 
music Vanessa Mae plays. I would like to play in a 
band. It‟s not the same when you play in an 
orchestra. I have asked my friends, just for fun: one 
friend sings very well. He wants to learn guitar, and 
his wife can play keyboards. We‟re still thinking 
about it.  

I also like to paint abstract pictures. 

You work in a hair saloon in Sissach. Had you 
always wanted to be a hairdresser? 

I wanted to be a makeup artist for the theatre and 
the movies, but now I‟m not so sure I really want to 
do that. I like my work and I like to be creative, but I 
haven‟t found my way yet, what I really want to do. 
When I have a family, I want to stay with my 
children. I want to concentrate on one thing. I don‟t 
think you can have a career and a family. It‟s too 
much. I like my work, and it‟s something I could do 
when I have a family; but sometimes I feel I must do 
something when I‟m young, so I study English to go 
a step higher, to have more options for my future. 

Do your friends feel uncertain about their future, 
too? 

One girlfriend is also searching. She is studying at 
the FHS at the moment. Two of my friends served 
apprenticeships for 3 years, but now they have 
decided to change. It‟s always change. You change 
your work, your interests, your home more often. 
People are not so stable. There‟s no continuity. I‟m 
not sure what I want, but I know that I must take 
this time for me. I like travel.  

Where would you like to travel to? 

South America. My great grandmother came from 
Argentina and I‟d like to see this country and the 
culture. South America is an interesting country. I‟d 
also like to go to Australia. Sometimes, I think I‟d 
like to do a round-the-world trip. 

 

  Writing competition                                     . 

What happened? 

Enter our writing competition and win a 
What’s Happening? T-shirt! 

Write a description (in 100-200 words) of 
what happened just before the photograph 
below was taken. 

 

DEADLINE for your writing: 21 July 2011  
Please e-mail 
june_winterflood@yahoo.com 
 

Write for What’s Happening? 
Contribute your ideas and 

practise your writing skills, too! 

  Possible topics for the August issue          . 

 What do you like most about your work? 

 A funny thing happened to me recently… 

 Is the internet the only way to meet Mr Right 
nowadays? 

 I’m never going to retire. How about you? 

 Describe a film, book, magazine, internet site, 
gadget, restaurant, hotel or shop and explain 
why you like or hate it. 

 At what age should children start to learn 
English? 

DEADLINE for your writing: 21 July 2011  
Please e-mail 
june_winterflood@yahoo.com 
 

The Circus 
by Elena Wüthrich – Switzerland 
 

  Fun with language                                                                                                       . 

 

by Laura Almeida – Switzerland & Portugal 
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