
It had always been a huge dream of mine to go to 
Canada. When I first discovered Bryan Adams‟ 
music in early 1994, I was more than impressed by 
this star. I read everything that I could find about 
him and saw some pictures of Canada, his 
homeland, which made me feel absolutely 
fascinated.  My first concert in 1994 made me 
become a big fan of Bryan Adams.  

In addition to this, I wanted to understand his 
lyrics – so I took my first steps in studying a little 
bit of English. As well, I wanted to go – at least 
once – to the land of his birth: Canada.  
 

In the beginning, it was a little bit difficult to find 
the right person to go with on this special holiday. 
Luckily, I met my boyfriend, and he became part of 
this project as well as his sister and her boyfriend.  

Can you imagine what a difficult task it was to find 
three weeks of holiday for four people all at the 
same time? But we managed it pretty well and 
booked our flight to Vancouver. There were no 
direct flights available except on Wednesdays. We 
all agreed to go on Saturday with British Airways 
(BA) rather than to wait until Wednesday for a 
direct flight with another airline. I counted the 
days from January until this special day. In the 
beginning, all went as planned. We took the 
airplane in Basel to London. In London, we were in 
a good mood and never expected what happened 
next.  

Our connecting aircraft was late due to technical 
problems according to a BA representative. We 
waited 15 minutes, 30 minutes, 45 minutes. 
Finally, after an hour they said the flight would be 
cancelled.  How unpredictable holidays can be! 
…but that was only the beginning. I‟m now a 
specialist in waiting. I have patience now! One 
hour is nothing for me now. 

Luckily, BA looked for accommodation for all of us, 
and we slept at London Gatwick. After a long deep 
sleep, we were full of enthusiasm in the morning, 
expecting to get a plane to Vancouver. But we were 
not the only passengers: there was a huge queue in 
front of the special desk for people like us. We 
waited three hours until it was our turn. The fact 
was that there wasn‟t a special airplane for us: the 
BA staff had to look for free places in various 
airplanes. So, some had to fly to Boston and then 
to Vancouver while others had to fly via Toronto. 
Although this was a horrible start to a holiday, 
everyone behaved very patiently. Until this time, I 
hadn‟t known what it meant to fly “stand by”. A BA 
representative informed us that she didn‟t have 
definitive seats for this day. We would have the 
possibility to fly “stand by” or to wait another day 
in London. “Stand by” means waiting for a seat to 
become available in the case of a passenger not 
showing up for a flight. After waiting some more, 
we again asked if we could fly or not. She told us 
that two of us could definitely go while the rest of 
us had to wait again. After a desperate race 
through the terminal and a stressful hand-luggage 
control stop – unfortunately we had water in our 
bags that we had completely forgotten about due to 
the hurry – we were finally all on the airplane.  
 

Located on the west coast of North America, 
Vancouver is a very beautiful city with many huge, 
colourful buildings.  What I liked most was the fact 
that you can see mountains surrounding the city. 
There is also a beautiful harbour and beach (on the 
Pacific ocean). The city has a lot to offer, such as 
cycling around Stanley Park and visiting the 
famous Capilano Suspension Bridge with its cliff 
walk and seven connecting bridges where you can 
walk across all of the bridges at a breathtaking 
height.  
 

After staying in Vancouver for two days, we headed 
off to the airport again to pick up our rented car. 
What I learnt in the following days was that you 
can never know everything in advance.  

At home, I had already driven two cars with 
automatic gear boxes, so I had knowledge of how 

to handle them, but this car was a little different 
from those at home.  However, after a while, I got 
used to the car and didn‟t want to leave my place in 
front of the steering wheel. 

As we drove towards our first destination, the road 
had many steep downward slopes. I knew that I 
had to gear down and not to break all the time 
when driving down such steep slopes. Suddenly, 
the steering wheel began to shake and I didn‟t feel 
comfortable. Now, it was definitely my turn – 
because of my English skills – to call the car rental 
service. They said that this is pretty normal, and I 
shouldn't worry about it. I couldn't believe that, 
and at a car garage, we asked if they could have a 
look. Finally, we brought our car back, and we got 
another one without any problem.  
 

It is unbelievable how relaxing it is to drive on the 
road. You can drive for hours without seeing 
anyone, just the forest with its wildlife (squirrels, 
caribou, deer, eagles and, of course, bears) and, of 
course, the Rocky Mountains. Car drivers are 
friendlier than at home: they respect each other 
and are less stressed than the Swiss.  

I don‟t want to spend too much time in mentioning 
all the details of our holiday. I‟d rather write the 
most important facts. Ok, let‟s start: Our trip was 
19 days long. We started in Vancouver by car, 
drove to Kelowna-Revelstoke, Emerald Lake –Lake 
Louise-Banff-Jasper-Kamloops-Ferry to 
Vancouver Island-Nanaimo-Tofino-Victoria back 
to Vancouver.  

We covered about 2800km, slept in 13 different 
hotels or motels, saw five bears – one Brown bear 
right on the road – and visited many beautiful 
lakes, especially Emerald Lake where we stayed 
overnight. It is one of the most visited places in 
western Canada. You can walk along the lake or 
enjoy a special dinner next to the lake or rent a 
canoe which is great fun. It is incredible how deep 
blue the water was and how close the mountains 
were! There were several small cabins where you 
could sleep, all right beside the lake. We really 
enjoyed staying there because the atmosphere was 
very special and we could take a bath outside in a 
jacuzzi until 11p.m. or go to a barbecue. 
 

The locals there are friendlier than here and are 
always very helpful. Once we had problems in 
finding our way, and suddenly an old lady came 
and helped us to find a direct way and gave us 
other helpful information.  

There are rainforests on Vancouver Island, and 
Vancouver Island is famous for whale watching (at 
Tofino). Another special area is the Pacific Rim 
National Park. It is unbelievable how long the 
beaches are there! You can walk and walk, and you 
are still near the water‟s edge.  

Another highlight was, of course, the national 
parks, Banff and Jasper. There are various 
sightseeing sites and a lot to do. Near Clearwater, 
we went on our first water safari. We saw many 
bears, all walking along the water edges. 

Kelowna and Kamloops were the hottest areas. The 
weather was great! Luckily, we never saw any rain. 
 

Unfortunately, all holidays are over at some point, 
and these days were over much quicker than 
others. Back in Basel, we were full of memories of 
special highlights and impressions and missed the 
freedom and, of course, our big car. As we waited 
in Basel at the luggage reclaim, our four suitcases 
didn't come. We waited and waited and finally all 
other passengers were gone, while we four were 
still waiting. The fact was that our luggage was still 
in London! One day later, they arrived at our 
homes. I never had such special holidays with so 
many highlights and action. After so many years, 
my dream had finally come true.  
 

Dear Reader,  
Although I’m Canadian, it is just pure chance that these two 
articles are about holidays in Canada. Why not write an 
article about your most recent or most enjoyable holiday?  

– June, Editor 

 

 

  Just a chat – with a member of staff     .... 

Ann Heidekrüger – New Zealand 
How did you meet your husband? 

When I was 23, I went with some girlfriends on a 
camping tour of Europe: it was the thing young people 
did at that time. Claus and I were on the same campsite in 
Portugal. I had been travelling since the 1st of August and 
I met Claus on Friday, the 13th. After that, I continued my 
tour with the other girls and arrived back in London with 
£10 between me and starvation! Clause and I wrote to 
each other and he asked me to Berlin, so I went and my 
fate was sealed. 

How did you cope with the language? 

I had German at school. I was in a girls‟ school, and there 
were too many students in the Latin class, so they decided 
to start a German class and I was put into that one. It 
gave me a good base, but when I came to Germany, I 
didn‟t take any special courses; I learned by doing. 

What’s the status of Christchurch now? 

It was a beautiful city but now it‟s gone. All of the main 
buildings – the churches – have been destroyed. And they 
are still suffering aftershocks, but it‟s not reported now. 
Plans are being made to rebuild the city with a lot more 
green areas, and no buildings higher than 5 or 6 stories. 

What made you decide to become an English teacher? 

A young friend met someone on a bus who was doing it, 
and I figured that if she can do it, so can I. So, I qualified 
for it, and I must say I love it! It‟s good for me, not only 
because it helps keep me young but I also meet a lot of 
very interesting people. As a result of teaching English, 
I‟ve also learned a lot about my own language! 

You love reading. What do you think about e- books? 

I think I‟m Amazon‟s best customer. I also adore old 
books. Even though I have an iPad, I don‟t use it to read 
books. I hate electronic books. I use my iPad to look up 
information on the internet – and Claus uses it for 
watching some sports. 

How do you feel about living so far from New Zealand? 

When I was younger, it was all an adventure to travel and 
to live in Germany, but it was hard not to go home. 
Nowadays, we visit every year. We have a house there, 
although it‟s rented out so we go to different places when 
we visit; but while I‟d like to live in New Zealand, my 
husband prefers Germany. At least, having my son and 
his family there gives us another good reason to go. 

Do you have a motto which you live by? 

Just do it; get on with it; and don‟t moan. Seize the day! A 
little of what you fancy does you good. 
 

  Just a chat – with a student                    .... 

Laura Almeida – Portugal & Switzerland 

You're a regular contributor to What's 
Happening? Why do you like 
participating in this project? 

When I first came to the school, the 
project had just started; and as I was 
beginning the preparation course for the 
CAE, I thought it would be good to write 
more accurately and to ameliorate my 
English skills, but writing as such is an 
activity I really enjoy, and I like the idea 
that I can use my creativity while writing 
articles for What‟s Happening?  

It‟s a great thing you have brought to life, June; it‟s a pleasure 
working with you. 

Why are "Portugal & Switzerland" on your by-line? 

I grew up bilingual, so I had the chance to get familiar with two 
languages and two cultures which I‟m very happy about, and 
probably that‟s the reason why I have a passion for learning 
different languages and for getting into different cultures, 
getting to know them. 

Besides writing, what other pastimes do you have? 

A great passion of mine is riding a motorcycle – I have a Vespa  
and I enjoy making tours, be it on my own or with a good friend 
of mine. For me, it also symbolises freedom and „joie de vivre‟. 
Apart from this, I like reading, watching DVDs, enjoying my 
free time meeting friends and discussing life, the universe and 
everything. I also regularly go to the fitness centre. 

What do you like about living where you do? 

I live in the city, in Gundeli. I have been living in that quarter 
for three years, and I like the fact that it is a melting pot of 
different cultures. It‟s like a colourful city within the city of 
Basel. Sometimes, you feel like you are in another country. 

What plans do you have for the coming year or two? Do you 
think making plans is good or a waste of time? 

I don‟t have specific plans at the moment, but in general I find 
it an important thing to set myself targets and to reach them. I 
think it‟s both: there are times where it‟s important to enjoy 
life, and there are other times where you can work towards 
something you want to realise in your life. 

Do you have a motto that you live by? 

Never ever give up. I‟m convinced that you can apply this motto 
to all kinds of situations, not only when you are pursuing a goal 
but also when you‟re dealing with day-to-day life. 

Why do you like learning English? 

When I chose to begin the preparation course for the Certificate 
in Advanced English – which, happily, I passed in June – my 
idea was first of all to improve my English knowledge in order 
to understand all kinds of media, like books, newspapers, audio 
books, films, in a more accurate way. Additionally, my idea for 
taking the course was also to use my English skills in a future 
job. Despite the hard work during that time, I fully enjoyed this 
very worthwhile experience. I wouldn‟t want to have missed it. 

What advice would you give to someone taking the CAE? 

One thing I want to mention is, if you have the idea to start a 
preparation course and are still hesitating, don‟t wait too long, 
because you might not take the opportunity and then you‟d 
regret it later. And, when you want to do this, start this 
experience right away because at the end you can look back to a 
really enjoyable time. And, you also get self confidence from 
having reached a further aim. 
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What’s happening? 

 In my opinion...................................... 

Clean Basel 
by Fabiola Sandoval –Venezuela 

I want to talk about something that concerns all 
of us. In my opinion, people sometimes think 
that cleaning the Earth is a kind of job or that a 
big corporation needs to be responsible. 

A few years ago, I travelled around Switzerland 
for a few months: the mountains, the music, the 
cheese made Swiss people proud. All over the 
world, Switzerland is the standard bearer for 
punctuality. In the same way, it was an example 
to new immigrants and visitors of a country that 
was clean everywhere. 

The whole community was involved: people put 
rubbish where it belonged. Today, all over 
Switzerland, small communities grow, but the 
dirt increases, too. People have adopted 
irresponsible behaviour and  leave rubbish, 
cigarettes, plastic bottles, paper cups, etc. 
behind them, because they think someone has 
to do that job or because it is just too easy: no 
one will say anything. 

Someone once told me that if I put rubbish in 
the bin, someone will lose their job of cleaning 
the city.  That is not a great answer. 

At the end of the day, when you walk around 
the city, you find that people  
“un-decorate” the city by tossing rubbish in any 
spot: on top of post office boxes, in fountains, 
in the parks, in the river, in trams, etc. 

Sometimes, some people feel part of the 
community: if they take a bottle in the tram, 
they wait -- without feeling embarrassed -- to 
leave the tram before putting their bottle in the 
rubbish bin,  

We read the news and hear how the Earth is 
being destroyed. We can do a favour to the 
Earth, and other countries may follow our 
example. Rubbish is something easy to manage 
if the community stops throwing rubbish 
everywhere. 

Let’s not expect someone else to clean up after 
us: it is our own responsibility. 

 

  Where did you go on your last holiday?... 

A trip to Canada 

and Alaska 

by Carmen Krenger – Switzerland 
My husband and I were looking forward to our four-week 
trip to Canada and Alaska, while our kids, no doubt, were 
enjoying staying at home without parents always 
watching them.  

After a quiet flight, we started our trip in Calgary where 
our rental car was already waiting. We just stopped at the 
ski jump for a few pictures and headed to Banff. After this 
long journey, we had one aim: a comfortable bed! Two 
days later, we left Banff and drove on the icefield parkway 
in the direction of Jasper. Since the weather was 
beautiful, we didn‟t miss the chance of going for a short 
walk on the Athabasca Glacier, whereas – incredibly 
enough – on the same afternoon, it was pouring at Lake 
Louise! In Jasper, we saw wildlife: a wolf having 
breakfast, deer, elk, and many mosquitoes. Those little 
flying bastards followed us everywhere! Up to that point, 
we had gone on several hiking trails through beautiful 
never-ending forests and around lovely lakes. 
Everywhere, we had been warned about bears, but we 
didn‟t meet any on a hiking tour, fortunately. Later, we 
drove to Kamloops and Kelowna. It‟s said that the very 
best cherries grow in Kelowna. But do the Canadians 
know Swiss cherries? Presumably not! In that region, it 
was eye-catching to see so many huge fields with 
strawberries, fruit trees and wineries... and even cows. 
Later on, after passing Whistler, we took a ferry which 
brought us to Vancouver Island. In Tofino, we stayed in a 
hotel with a great view of the sea. It was awesome! Again, 
we did a lot of hiking through untouched cedar forests 
close to the shore and again without discovering bears, 
despite the warnings everywhere. It was at this point I 
said to my husband, “if I don‟t see a bear before going 
home, I‟ll go to the zoo in Vancouver to take a picture!”  

On our journey on we visited Butchart Gardens, a must if 
you like flowers! We‟d never seen that many blooming 
roses. Butchart Gardens is split into different theme 
areas, like the above mentioned rose garden, an Italian 
garden or a Japanese garden, etc. Our next aim was 
Vancouver, a really busy city, crowded with a lot of 
tourists. 
 

One of our highlights was a one-week cruise up to 
Seward. The cruise vessel was just – wow – ! After one 
week, we still got lost on the ship. We expected to relax 
and have a quiet time, but it was the contrary. There was 
so much to discover and to do that there was no time to 
sleep: different shows and activities from dance lessons to 
cooking competitions and scrapbooking, interesting 
speeches about wildlife and the cruise ship itself, a 
gambling area, a great choice of bars and restaurants with 
live music, a swimming pool with hot tub and a 
gymnasium and, of course, the food. They provided meals 
twenty-four hours a day. Even breakfast was a challenge: 
you had to decide between traditional, American and 
English breakfast or just mix it up. In the daytime, we 
disembarked and went to places of interest like glaciers or 
a lumberjack show and went on shopping tours and a 
whale-watching tour. 

 

 

After three weeks were over, we still hadn‟t seen any 
bears. From Seward we took a train and arrived in 
Anchorage where we again rented a car. Then we 
travelled to the Denali National Park, our last chance for 
wildlife, especially bears. There, we changed to a bus that 
safely brought us to our lodge along on a 90-mile-long 
narrow gravel road. The bus ride took about five hours 
because the maximum speed allowed was only 20 miles! 
In that National Park, no private cars were allowed. It 
was absolutely worth driving that slowly because 
suddenly, we detected – wildlife! We saw a bear crossing 
the street in front of our bus, another bear-family with 
their cubs playing, a bear mother with two cubs coming 
towards the bus and passing it, but also herds of caribou, 
moose, rabbits and packs of wolves. It was awesome! Now 
I took some great pictures, not only of bears! After this 
adventure, it was time to say good-bye and go home. 
 

Now looking back, we had a great time in Canada and 
Alaska. The weather was changeable from rain to 
sunshine, from cold to warm. It didn‟t stop us from going 
outside. If you like endless forests, wildlife and the calm 
of the countryside, you would love it, too. 

 

When dreams finally come true  

by Mireille Nägelin  – Switzerland 
 

 


